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MEDIA RELEASE 
 

Forums inspire architects and engineers to 
consider using more wood in their designs 

 
 

Nearly 95% of architects, engineers and designers would consider using more wood in their 

building designs according to a survey conducted after the recent WoodSolutions 2010 forums 

held in Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane. 

 

The well-attended forums (over 350 people) were designed to stimulate debate and showcase 

some of the amazing achievements in design and construction techniques from around the 

globe. 

 

For event organisers, Forest & Wood Products Australia (FWPA), an amazing 94% of 

respondents said they would also attend WoodSolutions 2011. 

 

“Wood is becoming more popular because of its environmental properties and the fact that it 

stores carbon for life. The forums were intended to inspire key professionals involved in the 

building design industry,’’ said Ric Sinclair, the Managing Director of FWPA. 

 

“The responses to the post-event survey have been amazing and hopefully we have gone some 

way to providing engineers, architects and designers in Australia with some insight into what 

can be achieved.’’ 

 

Attendees were asked to rate the event with 5 being the highest. Just over 90% rated it at 4 or 

5. The speakers were also highly praised with 45% rating them as excellent and 40% very 

good. 

 

“All the speakers offered something unique and different whether it was from a technical 

perspective or aspirational one,’’ Mr Sinclair said. 

 



 

 
 

The speakers were: 

 Andrew Lawrence, Associate, Arup Advanced Technology & Research Group, London 

 Andy Buchanan, Professor of Timber Design, University of Canterbury New Zealand 

and Research Director, Structural Timber Innovation Company 

 Owen Griffiths, Marketing Director, McIntosh Timber Laminates, Auckland, New 

Zealand 

 Allen Kearns, Theme Leader, Sustainable Cities and Coasts, CSIRO Climate Adaption 

Flagship, Australia 

 Richard Leplastrier, renowned architect, Sydney 

 Michael Green, principal with McFarlane Green Biggar Architecture in Vancouver 

 Peter Downer, General Manager Exova Warringtonfire 

 

Mr Sinclair said he wanted to see Australia become a leader in the use of wood in construction 

because of its environmental advantages. “We want to be generating information and 

encouraging conversation with building specifiers to assist in creating a more sustainable built 

environment,’’ he said. 

 

One of the attendees, David Shaw, an architect with Wilkinson Shaw and Associates, said:  

“The forum raised many questions about sustainability and made me realise we can do a lot 

more towards using timber as a renewable energy.” 

 

Rolph Crystal, of Architects of Arcadia, said: “I felt really privileged to be in the room. The 

speakers were inspirational and the topics they covered are so important.” 
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What some of the attendees had to say: 

“I learnt a whole lot about the carbon impact of using timber and the knowledge is something I would 
definitely use in future projects. I really enjoyed listening to Michael Green. As a fellow architect it was 
great to see the ways and the reasons behind the projects he is completing. WoodSolutions is a very 
worthwhile event and one that I am definitely looking forward to attending next year.’’  

Andrew Keag from Delfin Lend Lease  

 
“WoodSolutions offered an impressive range of speakers who were able to share insights in to what other 
countries are doing for a sustainable future. The forum raised many questions about sustainability and 
made me realise we can do a lot more towards using timber as a renewable energy. I can take away 
elements from the forum and put them to practice in my own work such as the extent to which timber 
beams can be made up and used in innovative ways.”  

David Shaw, an architect with Wilkinson Shaw and Associates  

 
“I felt really privileged to be in the room. The speakers were inspirational and the topics they covered are 
so important. I thought it was a unique and brilliant selection of speakers. They were all inspiring. Their 
wealth of knowledge and expertise was obvious. You could tell we were being addressed by the very top 
people in their areas of expertise. The topics they covered were so important – and I would have loved to 
have seen more students there. The forum was superbly orchestrated by a facilitator with wit and 
knowledge of the subject.”  

Rolph Crystal from Architects of Arcadia 

 
“I found it really informative. It provided a very good overview of some iconic projects where timber was 
used as a fundamental component. It was quite inspiring.’’  

Doug Fletcher, a structural and civil engineer at Aecom 

 
“There is a resurgence of interest in the use of timber in the construction industry. WoodSolutions 2010 
captures the highlights and provides a great overview for architects and engineers, developers and 
builders. There was a great mixture of information and a timely update at this time in our history. I’m glad I 
went.” 

Richard Hough, Arup 

 
“It was good to get a handle on new trends around the world and the public perception of timber industry. 
A very interesting variety of speakers, Richard Leplastrier was most refreshing. It is a great initiative that I 
would be interested in attending again in the future.” 

Geoff Proctor, Ironwood Wharf and Bridge Components 

 
“I thought it was very interesting, I particularly liked the architectural speakers Michael Green and Richard 
Leplastrier. For me they were the highlight of the forum. I left feeling inspired to get more information on 
the uses of timber.” 

Cornelia Jaeger, Gregory Burgess Architects   

 
 “There was a good range of speakers, an extremely well run and worthwhile forum. As an architect I really 
appreciated the range of topics covered and learning about the potential of using timber in designs. It’s 
difficult to get architects to attend events but I would certainly recommend attending Wood Solutions in the 
future to open people’s minds up to imaginative uses of timber. “ 

Robert Caulfield, Board of AIA 

 
 “Great venue with interesting items discussed such as the carbon aspects of timber compared to other 
building materials. It gave an insight into the various options available in timber as a top of the line 
solution. Speakers were excellent and all had different topics to share. The forum is an essential tool for 
every designer and architect to understand the need to push the use of timber to the next generation.” 

Paul Malady, VDM Consulting  

 
“The best seminar I’ve ever been to. The combination of interesting speakers, innovations and hearing 
from an engineering and architectural side made the day very memorable.  It inspired me to use more 
wood in my work, I have woken up to the potential of the product and to not always reach for steel. Michael 
Green and Richard Leplastrier were especially engaging and I felt endorsement of what I already thought 
on issues such as consumption. The speakers made me want to find projects that I can use more timber in 
the designs and clients that are prepared to do more with timber.” 

Colin Rowe, Building Designers Association of Queensland 
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