
 

5 September, 2013 

Standards Australia works with industry to improve 
standards development process 
The fact there are more then 260 Standards Australia timber publications, eight timber committees and 
one Timber Standards Coordination Group suggests there’s room for simplification – and at a recent 

Forum the decision was made to do just that. 

In late August 2013 nearly 50 people, representing Standards Australia, timber committee members and 
the timber industry linked from around Australia and New Zealand to convene a virtual forum, convened 
by Standards Australia. 

Their goal was to review the Standards Australia structure for developing timber material standards to 
see whether the proposition to simplify the structure, in line with that of International Standards 
Committees, was viable. It should be mentioned that Standards Australia has a policy of “adoption, 
wherever possible, of international Standards prepared by ISO and IEC, as Australian (AS), or joint 

Australian/New Zealand Standards (AS/NZS)”. 

The current structure is shown below: 

 
 

 



The proposal was to consolidate the eight timber committees (TM) and one Timber Standards 
Coordination Group into three committees, as shown below: 

 

”We’re always looking for ways to be proactive in terms of simplifying the processes of developing 
Standards so they are more representative of market needs,” said Adam Stingemore, Head of 
Stakeholder Engagement, Standards Australia, “it’s good to be able to consult with industry and we are 
considering the important feedback from the forum, particularly in relation to international alignment as 
we finalise the new structure.” 

A positive sentiment echoed by Boris Iskra, FWPA’s Standards Manager, “It’s our role to ensure that 
Standards align with the needs of the marketplace, both the suppliers and users of wood and wood 
products. Simplifying the standards approval process is one step towards this.” 

Overall, the forum provided a positive response to the proposal and Standards Australia will proceed to 
look at transitioning to the new structure. 

 

Ends. 
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