
 

 

About Forest and Wood Products Australia 
FWPA aims to improve the competitiveness and sustainability of the Australian forest and wood products industry through innovation by 
investing in effective and relevant R&D and promotion of the industry’s products, services and values. FWPA undertakes industry-level 
activities where a collective approach delivers more effective and valuable commercial outcomes than individual action. We deliver services 
that support the industry’s capacity as a major exporter and mainstay of regional communities in many parts of Australia. 

25 November 2013 
 

FWPA announces high level reference group for new 
statistics and economics program 

FWPA Statistics and Economics Reference Group 
Forest and Wood Products Australia Limited (FWPA) has announced the establishment of a Reference 
Group to provide strategic direction to its new Statistics and Economics Program.  

After a receiving nominations from across the forest and wood productssector, FWPA has selected 
candidates that had both senior experience and a passion for improving the information base available to 
the industry. 

Ric Sinclair, FWPA managing director, expressed his thanks for senior members of the industry  
contributing their time and effort to this important collaborative activity.   “It is very pleasing to have 
senior industry leaders from the growers, processors and importers involved in the Reference Group.”  

The Statistics and Economics Program has been established to improve the timeliness and accuracy of 
the information which is available to industry and other key stakeholders. 

After extensive consultation to identify industry concerns the program is focused on improving the base 
line data in four key areas 

1. Information to support/improve commercial operations 

2. Information to support investment decisions 

3. Safety 

4. Socio Economic Data 

Progress is being made in expanding the data aggregation opportunities for the industry including; 
expanding the coverage of the Softwood Timber Survey and establishing a new Hardwood Timber 
Survey. 

Ric Sinclair indicated that “the Reference Group will provide valuable guidance on the key statistics 
required for improved decision making. In addition due to the range of skills present, the Reference 
Group members will also provide real operational perspectives on the specific data which needs to be 
gathered”. 

 

 



The Reference Group is made up of the following members: 

Member Company Sector 

Islay Robertson HQ Plantation Grower 

Matt Crapp NewForests Grower 

Des Tolan Carter Holt Harvey Processor 

Clinton Skeoch Boral Processor 

Shane Vicary AKD Processor 

Frank Moretti Gunnersen Importer 

Dean Henderson Big River Processor 

Shawn Britton Brittons Timbers Processor 

 

Ends. 

For more information: 

Ric Sinclair – 0407 329 372 

Jim Houghton – 0412 812 272 

 


