
 
 The Russell Grimwade Prize  

Introduction  
The Russell Grimwade Prize (RGP) is supported from a trust fund created by Sir 

Wilfred Russell Grimwade in 1929 through a donation to the then Commonwealth 

Forestry and Timber Bureau. The trust fund was supplemented by Sir Wilfred in 

1954.  

 

Sir Wilfred was born 15 October 1879 and died 2 November 1955. He was made 

a CBE in 1935 and awarded a knighthood in 1950. Educated at the University of 

Melbourne (BSc) he went into the family firm of Felton, Grimwade & Co., 

becoming a partner in 1907. The firm amalgamated with Duerdins and Sainsbury 

in 1929 to become Felton Grimwade and Duerdins Pty Ltd (later known as Drug 

Houses of Australia (Victoria) Pty Ltd) and he became a Director.  

 

He was a keen botanist, especially of the eucalypts and was official botanical 

adviser to the Army Department during World War II. When drugs were in short 

supply during the war, he grew and processed a number of important plant 

sources at his country home "Westerfield" in Victoria; he also developed a 

process for extracting fixed oil from apricot kernels to replace olive oil and 

manufactured hyoscine.  

 

As a generous philanthropist, he gave $100,000 to the Biochemistry School, 

University of Melbourne, $30,000 to the Commonwealth Forestry and Timber 

Bureau (the original funding for the Russell Grimwade Prize), $20,000 to equip 

the Forest Products Laboratory in Victoria, and gave Captain Cook's cottage in 

Fitzroy Gardens to the people of the City of Melbourne. He was President, Society 

of Chemical Industry of Victoria 1909 and 1910, Chairman, Australian Chemical 

Institute 1946-47, Chairman, Trustees of the National Museum of Victoria and 

President, Australian Forest League.  

 

In the past the RGP has been awarded for the primary purpose of defraying the 

cost for an eligible person to undertake a postgraduate degree (Master of 

Forestry) at the University of Oxford. Due to changes in forestry education at 

Oxford the requirement to study at Oxford has ceased to provide the most 

suitable and effective method of utilising the RGP.  

 

In September 2004 the property of the trust was transferred to FWPRDC and 

subsequently moved to FWPA to be held in trust and applied for the purposes of 

the Russell Grimwade Prize. The expansion of postgraduate study in Australia has 

lead to modification of the prize which maintain the intent of the RGP to advance 

forest science in Australia but allow for the Prize to be granted to meet all or part 

of the costs for postgraduate study in forest science at any appropriate tertiary 

education institution in Australia or overseas (including Oxford). In addition the 

eligibility criteria and conditions for the RGP have been broadened and made 

more flexible.  

 

 

Terms 

Under the terms of the trust, FWPA must not offer the prize more frequently than 

once every two years.  The prize is to be awarded to encourage forest science in 

Australia and the successful applicant is to use the prize to meet the costs or part 



of the costs of undertaking post graduate forestry study at any tertiary 
educational institution in Australia or elsewhere. 

 

General Information 

Eligibility  

The Russell Grimwade Prize is available to graduates of any recognised Australian 

forestry school who have subsequently worked for at least two years in a forestry 

or forest management related field in Australia. Study may be taken at any 

university in Australia or overseas offering postgraduate study in forestry or 

forest management.  

Applicants must be Australian citizens/permanent residents.  

Frequency of Award  

The Russell Grimwade Prize is awarded once every three years.  

Purpose of Prize  

The Russell Grimwade Prize is for the advancement of scientific forestry in 

Australia. The purpose of the Prize is to assist in meeting the cost of a 

postgraduate forestry or forest management course at any recognised university 

or other tertiary institution in Australia or overseas.  

Applications  

The applications should cover Items 1 to 12 in one to two (maximum three) 

pages, with Item 13 covering no more than one additional page.  

1. Applicant:  

2. Position / affiliation / address:  

3. Course duration / location / timing:  

4. Host institution:  

5. Course title:  

6. Course objectives:  

7. Course relevance to Australian forestry industry priorities:  

8. Course outline:  

9. Applicant's expected contribution:  

10. Expected outcomes:  

11. Anticipated benefits:  

12. Proposed visits, seminars and academic / industry interactions:  

13. Proposed budget (including international and domestic travel, 

accommodation and other expenses **):  

 

to which is attached a two (maximum three) page Curriculum Vitae covering:  

1. Name and address:  

2. Date of birth and location:  

3. Educational history:  

4. Professional positions:  

5. Professional organisations:  

6. Summary of applicant's honours, awards and achievements:  



7. Research skills and activities relevant to course:  

8. Optional, letters of support (only from interested parties outside the 

applicant's institution):  

 

Please note that a list of applicant's publications is not required.  

** Salary costs should not be included.  

Closing Date  

Nominations for the Russell Grimwade Prize close on Friday 5th April, 2013.  

Selection Procedure  

Selection is made on the basis of merit by the FWPA via a Selection Committee.  

Announcement of Successful Candidate  

The successful candidate will be announced in May 2013.  

Commencement and Completion of Study  

Study should commence within 12 months of the announcement of the 

successful candidate and be completed within 18-24 months of commencement.  

Other Considerations  

Taxation  

Generally the amount paid under the Russell Grimwade Prize to a successful 

applicant undertaking full time university study will be exempt from Australian 

income tax.  

Compensation  

It is the responsibility of successful Russell Grimwade Scholars to ensure that 

they are adequately covered for workers compensation purposes by their home 

organisation, or to arrange appropriate cover.  

Medical Insurance  

Applicants who use the Prize to study overseas should arrange insurance to 

provide cover to at least the standards of reimbursement for medical and hospital 

services provided to Australian citizens through national Medicare cover.  

Value of Prize  

The value of the Russell Grimwade Prize will be up to $40,000.  



Operating Funds  

Budgets should include provision for operating funds sufficient to ensure the 

successful completion of the Scholar's proposed work, but bench expenses and 

equipment purchases will not be met from the Russell Grimwade Prize.  

Reports  

Russell Grimwade Scholars are required to submit a summary report at the end of 

the postgraduate study as well as copies of any thesis or formal research reports 

completed during the course of study. Thirty percent of the total funding will be 

withheld until submission of a satisfactory summary report. The covering report 

should include:  

• A statement on the implications of the research undertaken;  

• an assessment of the state of the Scholar's field of research in Australia; further 

research which may be needed; and opportunities for collaboration; and  

• a summary of visits, seminars and meetings with industry groups.  

 

Acknowledgment of FWPA and Russell Grimwade Prize in Publications  

Acknowledgment of FWPA and the Russell Grimwade Prize should be made when 

a Scholar submits for publication any manuscript embodying results of research 

undertaken in the course of the postgraduate study.  

The FWPA reserves the right to publish any thesis submitted by the Scholar as a 

result of the Prize.  

Receipt of other Financial Assistance  

Scholars are encouraged to obtain additional financial support from other sources 

such as their "home" organisation or other Australian funding bodies. The FWPA 

should be informed immediately of any obligation imposed on the Scholar by the 

other funding bodies and any conflict of interest that may result. The FWPA 

reserves the right to terminate the Prize where it becomes evident that a conflict 

of interest may arise.  

Vacations, Breaks in Study and Other Absences  

The whole of a Scholar's time should be devoted to the agreed work of the 

postgraduate program except for any breaks approved by the Selection 

Committee. If a Scholar is absent from work continuously for more than one week 

because of illness, a medical certificate covering the period of absence must be 

provided to FWPA. If such absence continues for more than four (4) weeks, the 

FWPA will consider what effect, if any, it will have on the Prize.  

Premature Cessation of Prize  

The FWPA must be informed immediately if a Scholar wishes to cease work under 

the Prize before the agreed expiry date. Any assistance will cease from the date 

on  



which a Scholar discontinues work. The Scholar will be required to refund to the 

FWPA any money paid in respect of the unexpired portion of the Prize.  

Termination of Russell Grimwade Prize Award by FWPA  

The FWPA may terminate the Prize at any time if it is not satisfied that the 

Scholar has complied with the conditions above and amendments to these 

conditions as and when advised.  

Contact Information  

FWPA  

Level 4, 10 – 16 Queen Street 

Melbourne VIC 3000 

Phone: 03 9927 3200  

Fax: 03 9927 3288  

Email: info@fwpa.com.au 


