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A healthy choice for the overall winner of the 2014 
Australian Timber Design Awards  
Competing against a strong field of entries, the overall winner of the 2014 Australian Timber 

Design Awards is the Dandenong Mental Health Facility by Bates Smart (in collaboration with 

Irwin Alsop Group). The Awards are Australia’s leading design competition for projects 

featuring timber. 

Now in their thirteenth year, the Australian Timber Design Awards (ATDA) are distinguished 

by a proud heritage of innovation and achievement, with past winners representing the best of 

Australia’s architects and building designers. 

The Awards were announced during a presentation dinner at Sydney’s Maritime Museum on 

September 18
th
. The judges commented on the high overall standard of entries and 

commended all entrants on the quality of their work. 

“What we are seeing in these Awards is reflective of the growing use in timber across the 

design and construction spectrum,” said Professor Keith Crews, a member of the judging 

panel, “it’s a global trend that we look forward to seeing more of in Australia.” 

The overall winner’s Award, sponsored by WoodSolutions, is the Dandenong Mental Health 

Facility who also won the Excellence in Timber Design - Multi Residential - New Buildings 

award. 

The 2014 Awards featured the inaugural Excellence in Timber Design – Sustainability award, 

sponsored by Planet Ark’s Make It Wood campaign, won by Lend Lease for Melbourne’s The 

Library at the Dock, and designed by Clare Design and Hayball Architects. 

“It’s a beautiful building and we’re very proud of it,” said Andrew Smith, Lend Lease project 

manager, “not only is it revolutionary in the way we design and build timber structures but as 

a public space it works on sensory levels, people love to touch it and be in it. So for us to be 

able to deliver a public building like this is more than worthwhile.” 

A Rising Star Award, for students and entrants aged 35 or under, was awarded to Ricky 

Booth of Wolveridge Architects for the Eltham South, Blairgowrie project. 

“Sponsorship of these awards is an integral part of the WoodSolutions goal of driving 

awareness of the advantages of timber and wood products in the built environment,” said 

Eileen Newbury, marketing and communications manager of Forest and Wood Products 

Australia Ltd, the industry services company, “it is encouraging to see the uptake of 

innovative new wood products, in addition to the growing use of traditional timber solutions.” 

Further information is available from the websites www.woodsolutions.com.au and 

http://www.timberawards.com.au 

http://www.woodsolutions.com.au/
http://www.timberawards.com.au/


 
 

About WoodSolutions™ & Forest and Wood Products Australia Limited (FWPA) 

WoodSolutions™ is managed by FWPA and supported by companies and organisations in 

the Australian forest and wood products industry. 

FWPA is the forestry and wood industry’s service provider, investing in research and 

development, and providing research results to the forest and wood products industry in 

Australia. FWPA aims to improve the competitiveness and sustainability of the Australian 

forest and wood products industry through innovation, and investment in effective and 

relevant R&D. FWPA undertakes industry-level activities where a collective approach can 

deliver more effective and valuable commercial outcomes than individual action. 

 

For more information, please contact: 

Eileen Newbury 

Marketing and Communications Manager 

Forest and Wood Products Australia 

0419 313 163  

Eileen.Newbury@fwpa.com.au 

www.fwpa.com.au 
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If you would like further images, please contact Grace Davies at grace.davies@fwpa.com.au  
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